Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
7800 W. McCarthy Rd., Palos Heights, IL 60463
www.good-shepherd-church.com

{s---~§~t------~> December 2025
S Our Mission Statement 2
be ¢4 Christmas: John LaMunyon shared the following story...When

§ A caring fellowship of all God’s

§ people empowered by grace to
§ proclaim the gospel and lovingly
§ serve as Jesus teaches.

2 Our Vision Statement
s Transforming lives by making the 1 The gift of Christmas is that God dwells among A

éhope of God real through bold $ us. It's the start of a powerful story where the

£ asked where the spirit of gift-giving at Christmas originated,

2 my friend’s 8-year-old said: “God gave us Jesus on Christmas.”
My friend was pleased with her answer, but after a short pause,
the daughter added, “And Easter is when we sent him back!”

Qfaith, service, outreach, £ Christ child lies in a manger on the silent night,

$ discipleship and helping all 2 grows to teach, heal and care for others and is

:Z people discover their God-given 5 eventually betrayed and suffers on the cross. It's a

::value. 1 great love story that reminds us...GOD LOVES

3 Core Values g you! _ _

2 Encouraging each other in our ; Join us with

z lifelong journey 01.‘ faith through $ D) p@(jﬂé EVENTS ﬂﬁ@ @3678 VICES

g our core values of. 2 to be reminded how much God loves you.

:: -Drawing nearer to God 5 i

3 -Prioritizing Love over Judgment » SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, Holiday Parade: Help spread the
‘,: -Practicing Grace 1 word about Good Shepherd during the Palos Heights hohday
‘,: -Welcoming All 2 Parade. Entries line up at 10 am. The parade starts
s -Generously Serving ¢ at 10:45 heading down Harlem Ave. It takes about .,

§ -Fostering Community $ an hour. A few people can ride in a truck throwing ;}l

Srrvrrrrrrrrrrsrrrsrsrrrsrssrs candy we provide. Others will walk behind it and

pass out flyers with the holiday services. Festive attire is encouraged. We have Santa hats.
Sign up by calling the church office at (708) 448-4170.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, at 6:30 pm, Christmas Decorating: Decorating the ‘3
sanctuary and narthex is a fun undertaking that brings a sense of pride and joy for the DECORP\}\
whole year. Come be part of helping the season shine brightly. he churc

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, Madrigal Singers and the Children’s Christmas Service:
10:50 am - We welcome the Madrigals from Stagg High School. Come to
let the music they share remind us of joy in the season. MADRIGALS

4:00 pm - Children’s Christmas Service: “Star of Love” - Our children will share the
beloved story of Jesus’ birth through the STARS. Join us as the children share
the good news of Jesus’ birth. See pg. 5 for more details, rehearsal dates/times.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, at 7:00 pm, Christmas Concert: “Welcome to Our World.” Christmas
Please join our choirs as they share the Christmas spirit through music! Concert

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, Christmas Eve Services:

4:00 pm - The family service brings the good news of Jesus’ birth to life through fun
moments alongside the church family. %J.U
6:30 pm - Keeping the powerful yet simple message of Christmas front and center. q D

10:30 pm - The silent night is broken up by songs of joy and candlelight.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25, 10:00 am, Christmas Day Service where Christ comes
to be given for us.
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The People of @ood Shepherd — November, 2025

Baptisms:

Callie Lynn Meyers — October 26, 2025
Marriages: ‘a-

Ronald Luce and Katherine Malley — November 1, 2025 &

L Uniled in Marviage
Known to have been lll or Hospitalized:
Helga Fuller, Jim Srbeny, Marilyn Aspan, Larri Lyn Rauch, Robin Manning, Gail
Kendall, Jerry Kendall, Joe Schmitt, Ray Borner, June Johnsen, Lucette Held, Jim
Sheehan, Marilyn Garr, Warren Meneou, Bill Innocenti, Tom Kozlowski, Bill
Johnsen, Nicole Baldwin and Grant Spooner

Known to have Experienced Bereavement:

George and Ellen Holmes upon the passing of their daughter-in-law, Cheri
Bill Teigeler upon the passing of his wife, Cheryl

The family and friends of Joyce Grochowski

Joan Emery upon the passing of her brother, Lawrence Tim Naughton e IN OUR

Helga Fuller upon the passing of her brother-in-law, James Eder O ,
Mason Spencer upon the passing of his former teacher and friend, Dave Wonder %\‘ \_ AND ’/ﬁ
Sherry and Roy Tellefsen upon the passing of Sherry’s cousin, Lee Barnes W )
JoAnn and Mark Montecki upon the passing of their friend, Diane Twaddell

David and Sandra Leach upon the passing of David’s brother, Jay

Carole Helfert upon the passing of her family friend, Mike Farkas

The Erickson family upon the passing of Shawn'’s stepmother, Julie McKenna \/\/[I_I_ DS'N[
Linda and Robert Bury upon the passing of Linda’s mother, Marianne Werner -

Funerals:
AND
-|' Nancy J. Justus-Stevens — October 24, 2025 0
-|- Eunice J. Sargent — November 1, 2025 ' bl
-|- Michael G. Faubel — November 8, 2025 ?[PVQNT

-|- Betty L. Paska — November 8, 2025 — A sweet member of Good Shepherd since 2021, she was
never far from a Kit-Kat or from God. Betty lived her faith by being active at church
and assisting others through her needlework. We keep her children Emil Paska and Caryl Zirbes in

our prayers.
\/W/_\

Thank you from Good Shepherd: While we took time last month to thank many who
have helped support Good Shepherd, we were reminded of several others who have
contributed greatly to Good Shepherd in various ways. In particular, Good Shepherd
wants to thank Tom and Sheryl Germany for many years of free garbage service. Their
support, along with the support of many others, has and continues to help God’s work be done.

A Note from Pastor Chris: | greatly appreciate everyone who helped me with my semester’s Doctor
of Ministry work by completing the survey sent out. The paper I’'m working on looks at the vision
statement at Good Shepherd and your honest insight was very helpful. Thank you to all who
participated.

Annual Meeting Save The Date: Our Annual Congregational Meeting is set for reesey
January 25. Make plans to join us beginning at 10:00 am to hear of what God’sdone 4 EETING E@
with Good Shepherd during the last year and lend your voice to what God is .

inviting us to be in the year ahead.

2026 Leaders of Good Shepherd: As we look ahead, Good Shepherd relies on many Ways yo
volunteer leaders that participate on Church Council, as Deacons, with Chancel g=

a
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Guild or as Ushers and in a bunch of other areas. If you are interested in meeting ms kw1 (O 6 E
some awesome people and doing something meaningful and life-giving, talk to
Pastor Chris about how you can be involved.
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The Spirit of Missions

We will provide the Palos Food Cooking with Care” isreaching
Pantry with the ingredients for a )\@639 out to those less fortunate! The
wonderful Thanksgiving meal as we next date for cooking to support

support them through our monetary the Morning Star Mission is
and food offerings at our Thanks- Tuesday, December 9 at 9:30 am. We would love

Pantry is planning to distribute boxes of Don’t forget our vets! They are in need
personal care items for the Christmas holidays of individual bags of snacks such as
including full-sized items such as: shampoo, chips, Cheetos, Doritos, cheese &
conditioner, baby shampoo, toothbrushes, crackers and cookies; cans of pop; diabetic
toothpaste, deodorant, soap and shaving socks, travel-size toiletries and batteries. Cheryl
cream. Thank you for your giving spirit! could use more tote bags too. The Manteno

vets say thank you to Good Shepherd!

The Spirit of ddult €ducation

2 The gift of Jesus inspires us to see Faith, Prayer and Joy Small Shaf
the Christ Child all around. Take Group on Tuesday at 9:30 am: ' I8
»

part in one of these offerings for We will be discussing the topic .
the sake of encountering the good of being "Undistracted" using a ﬂr[:h”StmaS
x news. Pay attention to the church video series by Bob Goff.
calendar for specific dates during December Bible Study on Tuesday at 10:30
when these groups meet during this busy G, am: Revelation gifts us with a lot
month. Lo = ‘%l VB IS of wisdom to help us know God's

2

love. Join in now as we’ll soon be

reflect on themes of the season. looking at this book from a new angle.

1.
Just a Quick Word - Pastor Bell will 0@ 7

Body & Soul on Monday Discovering the Bible on
"~ at 8 pm in the Life Center: Prepare Tuesday at 6:30 pm: We're
. for the holiday splurge with some beginning a new exploration of
exercise alongside some fun guys who  the book of Acts. Now's a great \ﬂ
support one another. time to give Bible study a chance _____:

in an introductory exploration.

= = =

IMPORTANT HOTES FROM THE OFFICE

Poinsettias for Christmas! Help fill the sanctuary with living reminders of Christmas by
purchasing a poinsettia to decorate the chancel. They are $15 and you're welcome to take
them home after the Christmas Day service. Sign up on the bulletin board by Dec. 10.

Good Shepherd’s newsletter needs a name! We're reaching out to youto [fe need a
help us find a name that truly represents us. We believe naming it should be a shared |Newsletter
effort, because this is a work of all of us. Whether your idea is fun, meaningful, spiritual, MR
simple, or creative, we'd love to hear it. Please drop a note on Donna’s desk or email =& =
her at donna@good-shepherd-church.com with your name, phone number and suggested
newsletter name. We will select up to 5 of the suggested names and have our church family vote on
the final name. Thank you for participating!

Did you receive a Thanksgiving letter and a 3rd Quarter Statement (if applicable) in the mail? If not,
please let us know; we're trying to make sure our mailing list is properly updated. Thank you!
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MORE IMPORTHNT NOTES FROM THE OFFICE

&Z

If you wish to share your Christmas greetings with your church family, feel free to post

&6 'Chnstmas a Christmas card on the bulletin board or mail it to the office and we’ll post it. Be sure to

Cards

flowers for worship.

read the messages and cards received!

The 2026 flower chart is on the bulletin board outside Pastor’s office if you would like -
to sign up. The cost remains at $40. We appreciate your generosity in providing our s

P 3,.

Chancel S
Flowers ;’3
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The Spirit of Opportunitigs & €vents

GAMERS ANONYMOUS will
not meet for games in
December. Hopefully, weather
will permit for us to meet in
January...TBD.

“OFF” Club will not have a regular

monthly meeting in December as

members will be attending our 2
annual Christmas party on oo
Wednesday, December 3 beginning

at 11:30 am at Silver Lake Country CMW!S]%W
Club. The Christmas party is for paid

members only and the cost is $15.00 which
needs to be paid for by Tuesday, November 26. If
you plan on attending and are not at the
November meeting, you need to RSVP in the

—i- [Jjj | -,- BOWLING LEAGUE - Hello
#— Bowlers! We hope you

.'%?’ ;]I enjoy the upcoming
.- holidays! To celebrate
.-”.II Christmas, at our next

bowling session, Dec. 6
we will have our holiday grab bag. Ifyou wish to
participate, a man brings a $10 gift for a man
and a woman brings a $10 gift for a woman.
Instructions on how to claim a gift will be given
that night. (You only claim a gift if you have
brought one.) As a reminder, bowling begins at
3:15 pm with practice starting at 3:00 pm. If you

owe money from a previous session, please
become current with your fees. Also, if you can
not attend, please let someone on your team

church office or call Diane Linkowski. know. See you on the 6th!

The Spirit of our Youth
Contrmats. 8th Grade Confirmation: We will meet on December 7 and 14 and then take a
nfirmalion . . . :
- break for the holidays. We have a big assignment over break and, when we return in
“w <" the new year, we'll be going over the Witness to the Faith. Thank you parents and
family for your work in supporting your 8th graders journey of faith. 6th and 7th Grade Confirmation
DO NOT have class on Mondays, December 22 and 29. Enjoy your Christmas break!

The first gift card sale is due Sunday, November 30. But, have no fear if you miss it >'
because there’s a second chance to buy some gift cards for Christmas and to help C rd
;{&f) Sale

fund Good Shepherd’s Youth Mission Trip to Appalachia! Orders for our second
sale are due December 7 and will be delivered Dec. 14. Order forms are in the
office, and on the youth bulletin board. There will be an envelope on Pastor Bell’s
door you can drop your order form in.

N/

Each year Good Shepherd has a gorgeous display of luminaries for Christmas Eve.
For that beauty to happen, we need about 200 Luminaries assembled and placed
around the property and you can help. First, we need a crew to make the luminaries
on Sun. Dec. 21 at Noonish in the Family Life Center. All ages are welcome to help.
We will also feed you lunch from Pops for your efforts! Then we need people to place
and light luminaries after the 4 pm Christmas Eve Service. We have a good system to both
assemble and place the luminaries, but we need YOU to make it work. See Pastor Bell for more details
and to help Good Shepherd shine at Christmas!

drise, Shing: for your /ight has come/
4




The Spirit of our Youth

The GS High School Basketball League will have their first meeting and scrimmage on
Sunday, January 18 from 7:00 - 8:00 pm in the Family Life Center. Cost is $20 to
participate in the league. Games will begin a couple of weeks later. This is a fun, active
league open to all youth regardless of skill or gender, so don’t be afraid to give it a
tencue Sshot! See Pastor Bell for more details.

)

B

The Spirit of Childrgn's and Family Ministry

“Star of Love” Children’s Christmas Service — continued from page 1.
Familiar Christmas hymns, scripture and song will all be a part of this joyous service
shared with family and friends. We hope you are able to join us to celebrate Jesus’ birth.

For those participating, please note the following rehearsal dates and times:
Dec. 6, 10:30 am to 12 Noon (only 1+t-5% grades + Confirmation participants)

Dec. 13, 10:30 am to 12 Noon (ALL Kids + Confirmation participants)

Sunday school Christmas Party is on December 13 following our rehearsal from
12 Noon - 1 pm. We will enjoy breakfast foods for lunch, and sing Happy Birthday

to Jesus. Our activities will be magical! Please let us know your child will be
of Love attending by signing up, emailing, or calling Mrs. Lori by December 7.

Friendly Reminder...Christmas gifts for the L.S.S.l. Foster Children are DUE back to \LSS",‘
church on December 7. You may place your gift in the Galilean Room on the counter. @@ roeser &=
Lutheran Social Services of lllinois will be picking up the gifts shortly thereafter. Your '. ¢FTs \
generosity is greatly appreciated by LSSI. g.‘QV”/

e 74U

Gingerbread House Decorating, Reflection and Lunch is upon us!!
It's on Sunday, December 7 from 12 Noon - 2 PM.

All ages are welcome to join us for an afternoon of faith and fun! Lunch, from POPS, will
. beserved. Be sure to RSVP to reserve your family’s house and let us know your lunch

v, choice by December 3. A free will offering will be taken to offset the cost of the lunch
and the gingerbread houses. Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board or email Mrs. Lori.
Don’t forget to bring a base (ex. cookie sheet or small platter) to put your house on for
easier transport home.

27 Sunday school parents please take note...we will not have Sunday school classes on
December 21 and December 28. We will resume classes on January 4 at 11 am.

Thank you to...

...the Sunday school Teachers, Assistants, Mrs. Donna and Mrs. Michelle for
sharing their time, talent and love with our children of Good Shepherd, a true
expression of Christmas!

...Edith Schmitt and her crew of helpers for planning such a fun Christmas party for the kids!

...the Youth and Education Committee for all their help with the LSSI Foster Children
Christmas gifts.

HAVE {1 BlESSEP CHRISTMIS IND HEW YEHR!
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