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CORE VALUESCORE VALUESCORE VALUESCORE VALUES
Encouraging each other in our lifelong
journey of faith through our core
values of:

Drawing nearer to God
Practicing Grace
Generously Serving
Prioritizing Love over Judgment
Welcoming All
Fostering Community

Worship Time Change. . .
on Sunday, September 13  with service times at 9:00 am and 11:00 am.
Sunday School will be held at 11:00 am.
BUT THAT’S NOT ALL THAT HAPPENS ON THAT DAY
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pg 5YOU can help out in this effort in a multiple of
ways. On Friday, September 25 we will need
people to help cut the lumber to the sizes
required. On Saturday, September 26, we will
need all the help we can get assembling the
wall panels. While we certainly appreciate
everyone who can hammer and carry
lumber, we also need people to provide and
distribute snacks, write encouraging
messages on the panels and do all types of
other jobs. Regardless of age or ability, you
can contribute in some meaningful way.

2026 Rudolph’s Big Build
An annual tradition
with a twist this year.
Alongside Crossroads
Missions, we come
together to build a
house for Habitat for

Humanity but this year, a whole
neighborhood of Habitat Houses is in
need of sheds. So, join in the fun of
hammering together these walls for the
sake of helping provide for many
families and residents who are in need.

VISIONVISIONVISIONVISION

Come and
be part of
something

BIG!

Rally Day on Sunday, September 13! 
Join in the fun as we get the ball rolling for the program year with
our RALLY DAY LUNCH. It’s a time to come together and reconnect
with old friends while making some new ones. The afternoon will
include lunch and dessert/icecream, games and prizes, inflatable for
the kids; fun for all! During the festivities, we’ll have representatives
from some of our mission partners there to share about the work
they are doing that you are helping support. Make sure to join us in
the Life Center immediately after the 11 o’clock service. 

Each would love more participants! 
Please consider joining a choir. 
See more information on pg. 3.

 The Program Year means the start of our
Weekly Groups. Come and be part of some
life-giving study, discussion and friendships.

All our groups are open to anyone.
See all the opportunities on page 2.

CHOIRS RETURN IN
SEPTEMBER

ADULT ED IS BACK!



PEOPLE OF GOOD SHEPHERD — AUGUST, 2026
Baptims
Aiden Michael Quigley – August 2, 2026
Cameron Shawn Jablonski - August 2, 2026
Olivia Joy Jablonski - August 2, 2026
Matthew Val Manusos - August 15, 2026

New Parents/Grandparents
Pastor Chris and Mandy, a niece, Cora Rae Dodd
Known to have been ill or hospitalized
Shirley Hulse, Marsha Hladik, Lori Cronin, Suellen Spooner, Mark Pries, Barry Garr, Jr.,
 Tony Hladik, Beverly Muscarella, Gerhard Haigis, Gary Rauch, Jim Srbeny, Bill Innocenti, 
Beth Wetzig, Gail Kendall, Jürgen Daartz and Ed Schussler
 

Known to have Experienced Bereavement
CJ Muller upon the passing of her relative, Steve Sutherlin
Bob Held upon the passing of his brother, Ronald
Kristie and Jay Traverso upon the passing of their friend, Bill Atkinson
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Cooking with Care”
meets this month
on Tuesday,
September 8 at  

“Just A Quick Word” -
Mondays at 4:00 pm.  Pastor
Bell will answer some more
questions about worship &
Lutheranism.

The “Palos Food
Pantry” always
appreciates our
many donations.
September’s special 

Help Support the
Manteno Veterans
Home. They are in
need of DIET canned 

*********  CELEBRATE MISSIONS! **********

“Body and Soul”
Men’s Basketball 
on Mondays at

                Spiritual Fitness Woman's Bible Study on Mon., Sept 21 at 1pm 
                 in Bethany Hall.  Join us with Lisa Toney's (book/video) 
                 "Not One Moment Late," where we meet Deborah in the Book of
Judges. Her journey of patience and perseverance shows the way to
"show up and step in" with God's timing. No previous homework - Just
come and join us in faith and friendship. Hostess- Joan Meyers,
Inspirational Reading- Deanna Wachholz, Bible Lesson- Ann Petersen.

*********  ADULT EDUCATION HAPPENINGS**********

9:30 am. Come help us support the
Morning Star Mission to feed the
hungry. 

request is for cereal, canned meat,
noodle/rice mixes, canned ravioli,
spaghetti sauce and pasta.

pop, trial and regular-sized toiletries,
diabetic socks, individually wrapped
chips (variety) and cookies.
Donations can be placed in the two
blue bins in the narthex. Thank You!

 Faith, Prayer and
Joy Small Group on
Tuesday at 9:30 am.
We will be kicking 

Bible Study on Tuesday at
10:30 am. Meeting in the
Galillean room, we will choose
a book from the Bible and
then work our way through it
together. Come with ideas of
books you’d like to explore and
also catch up with some
amazing people. 

Discovering the Bible
on Tuesday at 6:30 pm.
This gathering explores
the Bible in a way that

makes it accessible and meaningful.
It’s great for people who’ve read the
Bible a lot as well as for those who’ve
never opened it up before. Join us as
we journey through the Book of Acts
and see what the Spirit does for you
and how it compares to what it did
for the early church.

8 pm. Get some healthy
movement in, meet some
neighbors and have some
fun. This group is all about
buillding  community so
come and be part of it. 

 off the year with a study titled, “The
Bible with and without Jesus.”  Come
and join us!
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CELEBRATE  GROUP ACTIVITIES

Gamers Anonymous 
Game day is on Wednesday, Sept. 2.
We begin playing at 1:00 and play till
about 3:00 pm. Anyone who likes to
play fun, fast and easy card and dice

Our first session is on Saturday,
September 12 at 3:15 pm. If you are
interested in joining a team and/or
subbing, please contact Donna in the
office. This is a great way to make
some new friends! 

“OFF” Club 
This month’s meeting is  on Wednesday,
September 16. Monthly meetings start at
11:00 am and lunch is $8.00 per month.
September’s lunch will be fried chicken with

During the upcoming fall months,
the garden team will be focused on
trimming our bushes/trees, fall
clean up, and a couple of smaller
garden projects. Please contact the
church office if you would like to
volunteer.

games is welcome to join us. Even if you have never
played before we are always learning new games. We
would love to have you come and join the fun. 

side dishes and desserts provided by members. If
you did not sign up at the August meeting, please call
Bonnie Sweeney by September 9 if you are planning
on attending and if you will be bringing a side dish or
dessert. After lunch, a member of the Palos Lions
Club will be giving us information on all that they
do…it is a lot more than most people realize.

CHOIR INFORMATION

BOWLING

Bowling information will be going out the first week
of Sept. Prize money for last season’s results will be
awarded on the 12th. See you next month. 

GET READY TO ROLL!!

Adult Choir rehearses on
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm and
begins September 16. Open to
high school ages and up.

CHURCH GARDENS

Carillon Choir rehearses on Thursdays at 6:30 pm
and begins September 17. Open to all high school
ages and up. 
 

Flute Choir rehearsals vary and are open to
anyone with a history of playing the flute. Contact
the church office or Joy Ausec for more
information.
 

Junior Choir rehearses on Mondays at 6:00 pm
and begins September 21. Open to all those in
grades 3 through 8.
 

Cherub Choir rehearses on Sunday mornings
from 10:30 to 11:00 am and begins on Sept. 13.
Open to all children age 3 through 2nd grade. 

YOUTH, CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

8th Grade Confirmation begins on Sunday, September 20. For the first day, we’ll ask our
students to join their parents in the sanctuary at apx. 10:10 am to together go through the
schedule, outline of the year and expectations. Please be there especially to help us
determine the day of the Confirmation Service.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES

6th & 7th Grade Confirmation begins on Monday  September 14. We’ll meet at 7 pm in
the sanctuary. If you did not receive a letter or have a friend who wants to join in,
please contact the office or Pastor Bell for more info. We are always happy to welcome
new students to any year of confirmation.
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Pastor Bell has been
reaching out to all our 8
-12  grade youth about
coming to the 2027 Youth
Gathering in Minneapolis. 

th

th

Your paragraph text

Your paragraph text

2027 Youth Gathering
Info Mtng. & Lunch - Sept. 20

CELEBRATE YOUTH, CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES!

The BIG BUILD is for you too! Come
and join in this whole church event. It’s
a really good event, so don’t miss out!
Bring your parents, too. You don’t need
any experience, just a caring heart and 

CALLING ALL YOUTH
FOR THIS YEAR’S BIG BUILD

We will once again have our confirmation fall service
project at Feed My Starving Children in Aurora. Due
to schedule changes at FMSC locations, we are
packing on Saturday, Oct 17 from 2 pm to 3:45 pm.
We will need parents as well as students per FMSC
requirements. Close-toed shoes are required and
please leave ALL jewelry at home. We have lots of
spots, and I would love to fill them all, so bring friends
and family ages 5 and up! For more details, if you
need a ride to their facility or if you have questions,
see Pastor Bell.

Feed My Starving
Children - Oct. 17

We have a lot going on this program year for our youth and families. If you want to keep up to date with 

Gloo Texting Program
For Youth News!

Our Summer Sunday School
Teachers were wonderful!! Those
that volunteered this summer
were: Beth Bort, Mandy Buresh, 

Our Sunday School Team is busy
preparing for our new year together! A 

Our Sunday school is eager to
Welcome you!! Plan to join us on
September 13, Rally Day, at 11 am
as we gather to explore God’s Word

in fun and creative ways. Parents should plan on
checking-in their children at the Welcome Table to
receive a name tag. Since it’s Rally Day, children
should sit with their parents in the Sanctuary until
called to the front for a children’s message. After the
message, Sunday school age children will go
downstairs to their classrooms to continue working
on their lesson. Once the service concludes, parents
may go downstairs to their child’s classroom to pick
them up. Please note that classes may still be
finalizing projects or activities as our teachers do
prepare for an hour-long lesson. 

THANK YOU TEACHERS

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to meet, serve
and worship with about 20,000 other youth from
around the country! We will have an info meeting after
the 11:00 am service on Sept. 20 along with lunch!  There
you can hear more details about the Gathering and
how it differs from our other mission trips. So mark
your calendars and see Pastor Bell with any
questions.

Nicky Davies, Kate Kadlec, Nikki Naughton, and
Debi Pope.We thank each of you for sharing the
love of Jesus with our young friends.

willing hands! You can directly make someone’s life a
whole lot better! It’s also a great way to get service
hours. See the front page or contact Pastor Bell for
more details.

welcome letter for all those in Sunday school went
out in August. If you did not receive one, please let us
know. Please note that we do not have Sunday
school class on September 6.

sharing God’s Word with our young friends. Service
hours can be earned. Please let Mrs. Lori know you
would like to be a part of the Team. Send her an
email or sign up on the bulletin board across from
her office. A brief MEETING (for all assistants) is planned
for Sept. 13 at 10:15 am in Bethany Hall to meet each
other, learn about your role as an assistant and to
answer any questions you may have. 

We are seeking Sunday school
Classroom Assistants to join the
Team! All Jr. High, High School and
Adults are welcome to join us in 

everything, you can sign up for texts alerts from Good Shepherd through Gloo. It’s free and there’s no app or
account needed.  Just text the word “Confirmation” to (833) 779-8739 for Jr. High alerts or text the phrase
“High School” to that same number for High School alerts. You’ll get a confirmation text asking for your full
name and you’ll be in the loop for everything that’s happening here at Good Shepherd.
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CELEBRATE YOUTH, CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES!

Calling all Sunday School
Kids and Teens! Have you
ever wanted to try your hand
at puppetry? (No pun
intended!) Well, here’s your
chance with the “Good News
Gang.”  It’s open to any girl or

Lost & Found - Don’t forget to check the lost and found in the coat
room closest to Pr. Bell’s office for any clothing, umbrellas, water
bottles & other items that might be yours. Jewelry and glasses are in
boxes in the office on the table in front of Donna’s desk.

Directory - The annual printed directory
is finalized and should be mailed soon.
PLEASE check your record and let the
office know of any changes. Thank you!

Back-To-School At-Home
Family Devotion Kits will be
available on September 13
at the Sunday school
Welcome Table. Families can
take a kit home to grow in

A ministry for those families that
are about to have a new baby join
their family or have children from
infant through Kindergarten age. It
seeks to provide opportunities for 

boy, 10 years old and older. There is no memorization
involved. Each character has a highlighted script to
follow on the stage. All that is needed is to read well
and move your hand to make the puppet’s mouth
speak. We practice downstairs in the kitchen on the
2nd Sunday of each month at 10:00 am (excluding
Sept.) with the performance in Bethany Hall at 11 am
for the Sunday School children. Talk with your parents
and if you’re interested, call the office at 708-448-4170
and we’ll put you in touch with Jan Nelson. 

SOME ADDITIONAL INFORMATION . . . 

Family Friendly Fellowship
Events are around the corner!!
Families with children of all ages,
Grandparents bring the
grandkids, Couples and Singles…
all are invited. These events have 

Save the Date!! TRUNK OR TREAT
is being planned for October 24  
from 3:00-4:30 pm. MANY Volunteers
will be needed to decorate their trunks

AT HOME KIT

EARLY CHILDHOOD MINISTRY

FELLOWSHIP EVENTS

PUPPET TROUPE

TRUNK OR TREAT

Lighting the Sanctuary - We are in the
process of getting new lighting for the
sanctuary. Once the new lights are
ready, we will need some help moving
pews out and then back so that the 

installers can do their work. All the help we can get
would be greatly appreciated. Be on the look out for
dates as they become availible. 

faith together.The Kit includes simple ways for
families to enhance their faith and remember to
include God in day-to-day moments.

these families to gather together for support and
encouragement and have some fun, too. Watch
for upcoming activities to be announced. 

become a Good Shepherd tradition of good fun
and great fellowship. Watch the bulletin board for
each event to be posted with the sign-up sheets.
Sign-up can be done via email, calling the church
office or by adding your name to the sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board.

and pass out candy. As the plans progress, we may
need even more volunteers for other activities, too.
We will be seeking donations of candy in early
October. Buckets of small toys will be provided and
available at each trunk for those kids with severe food
allergies. All members of the congregation and their
family, friends & neighbors are encouraged to attend
and join in the fun!! 
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